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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 18th JULY 2024 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  R McNamara (Chairman) (RM) I Suter (IS), R Leadbeater (RL) M Pomeroy (MP), K Ridout (KR) R White (RW) Footpaths Officer G Rains, the Clerk D Green. In addition, there were 2 members of the public present.
1296. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Barlow, Harwood. Unitary Councillor Mercer 
1297. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1298. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th June 2024 were approved.
1299.  MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman provided an update in relation to several matters: 
Traffic Regulation Order – extended 30 mph speed limit – Little Lane
The Traffic Regulation Order has now been made and new signage installed. It was agreed that consideration should be given to possibly moving the village gates to a position near the changed speed limit. The Clerk will make necessary enquiries. 
Speedwatch
The Speedwatch Team now has another 5 volunteers and they will be undergoing Police Training with a possible link up with the Durweston Team. 
War Memorial Handrail
Dorset Council have required a changed specification to the mortar mix before signing off the application. The Clerk is in dialogue with Newton Forge concerning this. 
1300. PUBLIC SESSION
A resident raised a concern in relation to the main Recreation Ground gate being left open after Cricket Matches. This issue will be taken up with the Cricket Club, among other matters under discussion, including the treatment of refuse left behind at the Pavilion. 
The matter of inconsiderate parking in Honeysuckle Gardens by users of the Recreation Ground was raised. The Clerk will write to the clubs concerning this matter. 
1301.  VILLAGE SECURITY
The Clerk confirmed that the Dorset Police ‘Operation Relentless’ Grant of £ 4.500 has been received and would be subject to audit in 12 months’ time.  
Recreation Ground
A trial installation of CCTV inside the Pavilion has been running for several weeks. This seems to providing some useful images but the consensus view is that it does not provide the comprehensive coverage that is probably needed. 
A more extensive 4 camera system is under consideration however the Dorset Police Crime Prevention Team have advised that it is likely that such a system may be prone to vandalism; they have suggested that a solar powered camera mounted on the mower shed roof should be considered.  
Cllr Suter proposed trialling the use of a 2K camera before other measures are considered; the possible use of the mower shed roof if in wi-fi range of the Pavilion will be tested. 
Augustan Avenue - Shillingstone School
The proposal to install a system using the lamppost in Augustan Avenue with a data bridge to the School has been referred by the School to Sherborne Area Schools Trust (SAST) who have been in contact with Partnership Security. The Clerk will follow up progress concerning this matter. 
1302. YOUTH ACTIVITIES INIATIVE
Cllr Leadbeater has been in dialogue with Seeds For Success and a meeting is planned in the near future. 
Cllr Suter has discussed the possibility of ‘Youth Shelters’ with Russ Holbert and will report further in due course. 
1303. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
The Chairman reported that an informal working group has briefly met and conducted an initial overview of the future of the Shillingstone Neighbourhood Plan. 
Following advice from Jo Witherden it seems as though the preferred option is that refresh of the existing plan (covering a 5-year period from circa 2026) should be carried out, rather than a new 15-year plan from 2032. 
The benefits of a ‘refreshed’ plan are: 
•	a refreshed 5-year plan would be binding on Dorset Council planners
•	the timescale for refreshing is much shorter – around 1 year
•	no referendum is necessary
•	grant funding is available at present 
Jo Witherden has indicated that she will have time from November 2024 to dedicate to working on the new plan, and will provide a fees quote in due course. The Clerk advised that a basic grant of £10,000 is still available, with possible top up of £ 8,000 for other features.  It was noted that the PC has already allocated £ 3,000 of reserves for this purpose. 
Cllr Suter will examine the grant funding possibilities. 
The Parish Council agreed that steps towards creating a ‘refreshed’ plan would be taken. 
The Chairman had compiled a table of sites & development areas and asked for further contributions to this before any active planning commences. 
It was noted that following the election of a new national government it was not clear what impact new planning policies would have on this area but no immediate local changes were anticipated. 
1304. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer had submitted a written report which was taken as read. 
1305. FOOTPATHS 
Graham Rains reported:
· Cllr Mercer was attempting to arrange a meeting with the Police to discuss Trailway security issues. The PC agreed to support such an initiative. 
· the overgrowth northern end of the Trailway near Shillingstone Station has been dealt with. 
· the ‘sleeper’ steps in the stream at Brodham Way still require repair
· path No 6 across Church Field has been refurbished by the Rangers
· the cigarette/waste bucket on the footpath on Church Field being used by the Forum School is still in use. This regularly overflows and is located on a Right of Way which is completely unacceptable. The School has been asked to remove this in the past. The Clerk has written to the School again but has not received any response. This matter will be followed up.  
1306.  COUNCILOR REPORTS
Holy Rood Church – fund raising for the chancel roof is ongoing; a proposal to ‘re-wild’ the Churchyard is under consideration (IS)
Shillingstone Youth Club – has not met for 3 months but new volunteers have now been found to help run the club and it is hoped to hold an event shortly (IS)
1307. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) P/FUL/2023/05579 - Land At Old Ox Inn Blandford Road Shillingstone.
There was no decision to report. It was noted that the Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) submitted by the developer had been criticised by Dorset Council. Cllr Suter has submitted further observations on behalf of the behalf of the PC concerning the FRA. 
1308. FINANCES
i) Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	

	03/06/2024
	Shillingstone Cricket 
	 £              416.66 
	Mowing

	04/06/2024
	Elizabeth Brecknock
	 £              162.91 
	Pavilion cleaning

	07/06/2024
	David Green
	   £                81.56 
	Expenses

	10/06/2024
	Fireline Ltd
	 £              210.00 
	Service Fire Alarm

	10/06/2024
	Fireline Ltd
	 £              225.96 
	Replace alarm components 

	11/06/2024
	Big Yellow Bus
	 £                40.00 
	D-DAY 80

	11/06/2024
	SSAFA
	 £                40.00 
	D-DAY 80

	17/06/2024
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	 £              252.00 
	Augustan Ave mowing

	19/06/2024
	Dorset Council
	 £              312.00 
	Tree surveys

	21/06/2024
	Fireline Ltd
	 £              137.26 
	Key & Switch work – alarm 

	21/06/2024
	Fireline Ltd
	 £              247.68 
	Emergency lighting - replace

	21/06/2024
	TEEC Limited
	 £                28.80 
	Planning  tracker

	21/06/2024
	Total Energy Services
	 £              196.80 
	Boiler service x 2

	25/06/2024
	Geoxphere Limited
	 £                60.00 
	Mapping software 

	26/06/2024
	B & S CHAINS
	 £              278.40 
	Zip wire components

	26/06/2024
	Elizabeth Brecknock
	 £              162.90 
	Cleaning

	26/06/2024
	Wessex Internet 
	 £                72.56 
	Wi-fi fee + 12 months advance rental

	28/06/2024
	David Green
	 £              729.85 
	June 2024 pay

	01/07/2024
	Elite Playground Inspections
	 £           1,560.00 
	AA See-saw repair & swings bushes replacement

	01/07/2024
	Public Works LB
	 £           1,359.72 
	Loan repayment

	02/07/2024
	Shillingstone Cricket 
	 £              416.66 
	Mowing


iii) New payments approval
Clerk’s expenses £ 137.66 were approved.
1309.  PAVILION/ PLAY AREAS REPORT

The Clerk reported that: 

Pavilion 

· Wessex Internet -  the Pavilion is now Wi-fi connected
· Fire safety improvements – the fire alarm and emergency lighting system have now been restored to functionality
· Emergency Keyholder – this will be Cllr Martin Barlow
· Recreation Ground Gate – another theft of the lock has taken place. A chain has now been attached to the new lock. The Clerk thanked Alan Hunt for his assistance with this matter
· Repainting – a quote has been accepted for repainting the Pavilion
· Rubbish removal – the amount of refuse left behind in the Pavilion after Cricket events is unacceptable. The Clerk has written to the CC concerning this issue. The Cricket Club has been reminded that any sub-letting the Pavilion is contrary to the policy of the PC. 

Augustan Avenue

· Augustan Avenue Play Area– the see-saw tyres and swing bushes have been replaced

Tree work

The 3 yearly tree report has been received and work to remove 2 decaying sycamores bordering the Trailway & work to tree in Church Road will commence shortly. 


1310. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following items of correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	10/06/2024
	Dorset Lavender Farm Project
	Open Day Sunday 30th June 2024

	10/06/2024
	Dorset Council operations 
	Re: Cllr Murcer: Parish litter bins

	12/06/2024
	Dorset Council, ASB Team
	Shillingstone Cricket Pavilion and Rec

	12/06/2024
	Rural Services Network
	Rural Services Network _ Rural Village Services Group 

	12/06/2024
	Ian Brewer, Dorset Council
	Bins emptying situation

	14/06/2024
	Nick Collins, Dorset Council
	Tree Inspection reports

	14/06/2024
	SAST 
	CCTV enquiry

	15/06/2024
	Dorset CPRE
	Dorset CPRE June 2024 Newsletter and 20th June Planning Conference

	20/06/2024
	John Blount
	P-Ful-2020-00020 - Land at White Pit

	25/06/2024
	Kerry Dorrington, Dorset Council
	The County of Dorset (A357, Shillingstone) (30mph Speed Limit) (No. 5) Order 2024

	25/06/2024
	DAPTC
	NEW - training for councillors on Saturday 20 July in North Dorset

	07/07/2024
	What’s Happening in Stur
	Sturminster Town Newsletter - June/July Edition



1311.   MATTERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
· Youth initiatives
· CCTV update
· Neighbourhood Planning
· Rural Services Network
1312. NEXT MEETING 
The next scheduled meeting will be on Thursday 5th September 2024 at 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:05 

Signed:                                                              Chairman                              Date:


